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Minutes of proceedings of the 202nd meeting of the Kativik Environmental Quality Commission, held on 
December 12, 2012, at Hôtel du Fort in Montréal. 
 
 Present:   Peter Jacobs, Chairperson   Putulik Papigatuk 
   Daniel Berrouard    Eli Aullaluk 
   Pierre-Michel Fontaine   Charlie Arngak 
   Édith van de Walle    Lisa Koperqualuk 
 
 Absent:  Mireille Paul 
 
 Executive Secretary: Stéphane Cossette 
   
             
 
The 202nd meeting of the KEQC was held in Montréal on December 12, 2012. A few items were added to 
the agenda and the minutes of the 199th and 200th meetings were adopted. The meeting began with a 
discussion of business arising from the last meeting. The decision regarding expansion of the Tursujuq 
national park project was transmitted to the Administrator. A brief summary of the barren-ground caribou 
workshop held in September was given. It was mentioned that sulphuric acid spilled into Deception Bay 
during transhipment of barrels for Canadian Royalties’ operations. Lastly, Mr. Jacobs told the participants 
about a discussion he’d had with the chairperson of COFEX-North regarding Canadian Royalties’ 
Deception Bay port infrastructures project.  
 
The members then studied the request for exemption of the planned stripping of 5 000 m3 in the Lemoyne 
Lake area under the Eldor project. It was agreed that the project could be exempted, but the Commission 
would like to be kept informed of the redevelopment and restoration work. As regards the Canadian 
Royalties project to widen the road between Ivakkak and Allammaq, it was agreed that the project should 
be authorized in order that it meets safety standards, with the condition of a fish habitat compensation plan. 
A discussion of the Kuururjuaq national park ensued. A request to amend the certificate of authorization in 
relation to zoning of the park and the construction of a camp near Korluktok Falls was received. It was 
agreed that not enough information was provided and that questions would be put together for discussion 
at the next meeting. Various points of information were shared. First, the MDDEFP received new requests, 
which it will be forwarding to the Commission soon. The Commission’s logo is ready and can soon be 
used in all communications. The Commission’s website needs to be updated and there was a proposal to 
upgrade it to make it more interactive in order to reduce the need to print documents for circulation. The 
use of Skype or another type of video conferencing system for some of the Commission’s meetings was 
discussed. In “Varia,” it was mentioned that the Commission has to adopt a position on the proposals made 
by the working group on information, consultation and public participation. The minutes of the working 
group’s last meeting will be sent to the members for discussion at the next meeting. Lastly, it was 
mentioned that a reception will be held in Kuujjuaq in conjunction with the Commission’s next meeting to 
underline the 200th meeting and the participation of Inuit members. 
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1. Adoption of the agenda 
 
The agenda was adopted after adding the following items: 

• Workshop on the status of barren-ground caribou  
• Sulphuric acid spill in Deception Bay 
• Meeting with Claude Langlois, chairperson of COFEX North 
• Soil decontamination in Kangiqsualujjuaq 
• Working group on consultation 
• Reception in Kuujjuaq to underline the KEQC’s 200th meeting 

 
 
2. Adoption of the minutes of the 199th and 200th meetings 

The minutes of the 199th and 200th meetings were adopted after making corrections to the 
minutes of the 200th meeting.  
 

3. Business arising from the last meeting 
a. A decision to authorize the expansion of the Tursujuq park project was transmitted on 

November 21. The Québec government will make an announcement in Umiujaq on 
December 14 regarding its intention to establish this national park. 

b. Last summer, the Commission received an invitation to participate in a workshop on 
barren-ground caribou. Lisa Koperqualuk attended the workshop, along with several 
Aboriginal organizations. It seems there are only 24 000 caribou left in the George River 
herd. During the workshop, Makivik Corporation announced the position taken to cease 
sport hunting of this herd and said it was possible that subsistence hunting would 
continue, but be controlled. A decline in the Leaf River herd has also been observed 
(430 000). Biologists are recommending that the herd be monitored. A remark was made 
about traditional knowledge and the fact that it isn’t taken into consideration during 
monitoring and should be. Questions were asked about the impact of mining activities on 
caribou. The matter is the subject of studies at UL. 

c. A member informed the Commission about a sulphuric acid spill that occurred in late 
October during transhipment of barrels at the Deception Bay port facilities. Four barrels 
sunk to the bottom of the bay and the entire contents of one of the barrels spilled out. The 
matter was brought to the attention of Fisheries and Oceans Canada and the MDDEFP 
regional office. 

d. Mr. Jacobs recently met with Claude Langlois, the new chairperson of COFEX-North, 
which will be involved in the authorization procedure for the planned construction of a 
deepwater port in Deception Bay under the Nunavik Nickel project. During the meeting, 
they discussed collaboration between the KEQC and COFEX for the port project and the 
holding of joint public consultations if needed. A KEQC member also suggested that 
discussions be initiated with the Nunavik Marine Region Impact Review Board in relation 
to the Deception Bay deepwater port project. 
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4. Stripping activities for the Eldor project, Commerce Resources Corp. 
Dahrouge requested an exemption for the stripping activities on the Eldor property near Le 
Moyne Lake. The work has already begun and the company is seeking authorization to expand 
the surface area by 5 000 m3. The exact site of the work is not known, but the maximum volume 
of material to be removed on each site is 100 m3, which doesn’t represent a big surface area. The 
proponent’s request also mentions that restoration work has begun on sites where there definitely 
will be no more mining activities. During the meeting, it was mentioned that even if the project is 
not subject to the impact assessment and review procedure, the proponent must obtain 
authorizations from the MDDEFP regional office. 
 
The members agreed to recommend that the project be exempted from impact assessment. 
However, in one member’s opinion, while this may be a small-scale project, if the proponent 
makes repeated requests of this kind the project will end up having significant cumulative 
impacts. Also, it would be a good idea to be kept informed of the redevelopment and revegetation 
work the proponent says has begun and will continue. In this regard, the proponent should send 
the Administrator, for information purposes and before the end of the current exploration 
campaign, a report, including photos, on the restoration measures for stripped sites and their 
effectiveness. This will be mentioned in the letter to the Administrator.  
 

Action: A decision to exempt this project will be transmitted to the Administrator. 
 
5. Nunavik Nickel: Request to amend the certificate of authorization for widening of the 

road between Ivakkak and Allammaq, Canadian Royalties 
The members agreed that the project must be authorized so that the road meets safety standards. 
However, they also agreed that not enough information was provided on the planned measures 
for offsetting fish habitat losses and that a condition should be placed on authorization. A draft 
letter was prepared and sent to the members, stating that the proponent must submit its fish 
habitat compensation plan for authorization.  
 
In another vein, a member said that the residents of communities located near the mine no longer 
fish in the area around the mine. This type of impact, especially on the perception that the people 
have about the use of the territory should be documented. Although the impacts aren’t necessarily 
immediate, they can occur over time. Another member cited the example of the Eastmain-1-
A/Sarcelle/Rupert project in the James Bay region, where Hydro-Québec is giving the Crees 
access to new hunting areas to replace those affected by the project. Lastly, someone mentioned 
that a master’s student at Laval University named Jonathan Blais is doing his thesis on the social 
impacts of the Raglan mine on the communities of Kangiqsujuaq and Salluit.  
 

Action: The decision regarding amendment of the certificate of authorization for this 
project will be sent to the Administrator. It was suggested that we contact the supervisor of 
Jonathan Blais to see if we can get a copy of his thesis when it’s available. 
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6. Kuururjuaq national park – Request to amend the certificate of authorization 
regarding zoning of the park 

The MDDEFP wants to modify the zoning plan and development concept for the Kuururjuaq 
national park. A request to amend the certificate of authorization to that effect was sent to the 
Commission. The modification consists in developing a service zone near Korluktok Falls and 
building a full service camp with a maximum capacity of 16 people within the service zone. The 
landing strip, in respect of which the Commission already rendered a decision, will also be 
located within the service zone. 
 
In light of the information provided, the members agreed that questions must be sent to the 
MDDEFP to obtain clarifications regarding waste and wastewater management, power sources, 
site preparation and potential requirements for borrow material. 
 

Action: A draft letter to the Administrator containing questions for the proponent will be 
prepared. 
 
7. Four new requests received by the MDDEFP 
The MDDEFP recently received four new requests, which will be forwarded to the Commission 
soon. They are mentioned here for information purposes only: 

a. Construction of a new waste disposal site (northern landfill) in Inukjuak 
Draft directives will be prepared and sent before the next meeting. Questions relating to 
the residual materials management plan could be asked. 

b. Installation of a new biodisc at Raglan mine 

The proponent is requesting an amendment to the certificate of authorization so it can 
install a new treatment unit. A member said that this type of wastewater treatment system 
is effective in climates such as the one where the Raglan mine is located. However, to 
obtain good results, the system must be strictly monitored by the operators.  

c. Rebuilding of the wharf in Deception Bay by Nunavik Nickel 
This is a major amendment to the certificate of authorization. This project has been 
optimized compared to the initial project. Considering the meeting that took place with 
the chairperson of COFEX-North, the possibility of holding joint public consultations was 
raised. Nunavik Marine Region Impact Review Board could also be contacted, since in all 
likelihood it will review the project. The proponent also raised the possibility of giving a 
presentation to the KEQC members if needed.  

d. Nunavik Petro 

The proponent is requesting exemption of the treatment of contaminated soil from the 
work to upgrade the fuel tank farm and distribution substation in Kangiqsualujjuaq. 
Copies of the document submitted with the request were distributed to the members 
during the meeting. 
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These items will be placed on the agenda of the next meeting. 
 
8. KEQC logo  
The logo is ready. An example of letter-size paper was shown to the members. In addition, 
business cards will be available for all members. The northern members validated the Inuttitut 
translation of the Commission’s name.  

9. Commission/MDDEFP website 
There was a proposal to issue a call for tenders to upgrade the website so that documents 
submitted to the Commission can be posted and made available to members. That way, we would 
reduce the need to print documents for circulation. It was also mentioned that the MDDEFP is 
planning to create a public registry of applications of environmental authorizations, in which case 
the Commission’s website could be linked to the MDDEFP’s website. The opinion was also 
expressed that the MDDEFP’s website needs to be updated, especially the page on the 
Commission and the list of members.  

10. Using Skype or video conferencing for meetings 
Skype or video conferencing could be used for short meetings and discussion of simple issues. 
The members agreed to use this type of system on an as-needs basis. However, because people 
from the MDDEFP can’t use Skype, it was suggested that we use a system called ViaSolution.  

11. Varia 

a. Working group on information, consultation and public participation 

The working group, composed of representatives of the MDDEFP, KRG, KEAC and 
KEQC, was created for the purpose of sharing information on public participation, 
transparency and access to information in the context of the provincial environmental and 
social impact assessment and review procedure under Chapter II of the Environment 
Quality Act (EQA). The minutes of the meeting will be sent to the members soon. The 
Commission will have to adopt a position on the proposals put forward during the 
meeting, in particular the development of criteria for deciding whether or not a project 
should be submitted to public hearings. Within the context of the North, the Commission 
should remain relatively flexible in its methods and practices. 

It was suggested that, for the purposes of greater transparency, the website include a 
“public hearings” section providing public access to information on past and future 
hearings. 

b. Reception in the North to underline the 200th meeting  

A reception was held to celebrate the Commission’s 200th meeting. Because the reception 
took place in Québec City, in conjunction with the meeting, it was suggested that a similar 
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event be held in the North so that former KRG-appointed members and a few dignitaries 
could attend. The event will take place in Kuujjuaq, in conjunction with the next meeting. 
It was agreed that the Commission would pay David Okpik’s travel expenses. The 
chairperson of the KRG and the president of Makivik Corporation will be invited. 

12. Next meeting 

The next meeting will be held on February 14 and 15, in Kuujjuaq. 
 
 
 

Stéphane Cossette 
April 3, 2013 
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December 12, 9 :00 to 9 :30 : Preliminary meeting with the Northern members /  
12 décembre, 9:00 à 9 :30 Rencontre préliminaire avec les membres du Nord 

 
Meeting 202nd / 202e réunion 

 
Wednesday December 12, 2012– Mercredi le 12 décembre 2012 

 
9:30 

 
Hôtel du Fort, room 1715 
1390 du Fort, Montréal 

 
AGENDA / ORDRE DU JOUR 

 
1. Adoption of the agenda / Adoption de l’ordre de jour 

2. Adoption of the minutes of the 199th and 200th meeting / Adoption des comptes rendus des 199e et 200e réunions. 

3. Matters arising from the last meeting / Affaires découlant de la dernière réunion 

a) Tursujuq national park project – Request of modification to the certificate of authorization regarding the park’s limits, 
MDDEP / Projet de parc national Tursujuq – Demande de modification au certificat d’autorisation concernant les limites du 
parc, MDDEP 

b) Caribou workshop 

c) Spill in Deception Bay 

d) Meeting with COFEX North 

4. Stripping activities on Eldor project, Commerce Ressources Corp. / Activités de décapage pour le projet Eldor, Commerce 
Ressources Corp.  

Task: Evaluate if the project is subject or not to the procedure / Tâche : évaluer si le projet est assujetti ou non à la procédure. 

5. Nunavik Nickel : Request of modification to the certificate of authorization for the enlargement of the road between Ivakkak 
and Allammaq, Canadian Royalties / Nunavik Nickel : Demande de modification au certificat d’autorisation pour 
l’élargissement du tronçon routier Ivakkak - Allammaq, Canadian Royalties  

 Task : Considering the additional information provided by the proponent, decide if the Commission authorize or not the request of 
modification to the certificate of authorization / Tâche : Considérant les renseignements supplémentaires déposés par le 
promoteur, décider si la Commission autorise ou non la demande de modification au certificat d’autorisation. 

6. Kuururjuaq National Park – Request of modification to the certificate of authorization regarding the park zoning, MDDEFP / 
Parc national Kuururjuaq – Demande de modification au certificate d’autorisation concernant le zonage du parc 

Task : Evaluate if questions should be sent to the proponent / Tâche : Évaluer si des questions devraient être envoyées au 
promoteur 

7. Three new request just arrived at MDDEFP: / Trois nouvelles demandes ont été recues au MDDEFP: 

a. Construction of a new waste disposal site in Inukjuak / Construction d’un nouveau depot de déchets en milieu 
nordique à Inukjuak 

b. Installation of a new biodisc at Raglan mine / Installation d’un nouveau biodisque à la mine Raglan 

c. Rebuilding of the wharf in Deception Bay by Nunavik Nickel / Reconstruction du quai à la baie Déception par 
Nunavik Nickel 

d. Nunavik Petro 



 

13-04-29 10:13 AM 

Task : Inform the members of these three upcoming project / Tâche : Informer les membres des ces trois nouveaux projets 

 

8. KEQC Logo 

Task : Discuss about the new proposal of the logo / Tâche : Discuter de la nouvelle proposition de logo 

9. Site web KEQC and MDDEFP 

Task : Discuss about the possibility to use the web site as a mean to file documents / Tâche : Discuter de la possibilité d’utiliser le 
site Internet comme moyen d’archiver les documents. 

10. Using Skype or video conference for meeting / Utilisation de Skype ou de la visio-conférence pour les reunions 

Task : Discuss about the possibility to use Skype or video conference for meetings / Tâche : Discuter de la possibilité d’utiliser 
Skype ou de la visio-conférence pour les réunions 

11. Varia 

a. Working group on consultation 

b. Reception in the North for  

12. Next meeting / Prochaine réunion 
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SCHEDULE 1 – ANNEXE 1 

Administrative follow-up – Suivi administratif des dossiers 

 

a) Kuururjuaq National Park – Request of modification to the certificate of authorization regarding the park zoning, MDDEFP / 
Parc national Kuururjuaq – Demande de modification au certificate d’autorisation concernant le zonage du parc 
 
Status : The Commission has received the request from the Administrator (December 3, 2012) / Statut : La Commission a 
reçu la demande de la part de l’Administrateur (3 décembre 2012) 
 

b) Tursujuq national park project – Request of modification to the certificate of authorization regarding the park’s limits, 
MDDEP / Projet de parc national Tursujuq – Demande de modification au certificat d’autorisation concernant les limites du 
parc, MDDEP 

 Status : The Commission’s decision has been sent to the Administrator (November 21, 2012) / Statut : La décision de la 
Commission a été transmise à l’Administrateur (21 novembre 2012) 

c) Stripping activities on Eldor project, Commerce Ressources Corp. / Activités de décapage pour le projet Eldor, Commerce 
Ressources Corp. 

Status : The Commission has received the preliminary information from the Administrator (November 15, 2012) / Statut : La 
Commission a reçu les renseignements préliminaires de la part de l’Administrateur (15 novembre 2012) 

d) Nunavik Nickel : Request of modification to the certificate of authorization for the enlargement of the road between Ivakkak 
and Allammaq, Canadian Royalties / Nunavik Nickel : Demande de modification au certificat d’autorisation pour 
l’élargissement du tronçon routier Ivakkak - Allammaq, Canadian Royalties 

 Status : The Commission has received supplementary information from the Administrator (October 29, 2012) / Statut : La 
Commission a reçu des precisions additionnelles de l’Administrateur (29 octobre 2012) 

e) Nunavik Nickel Project : Request of modification to the certificate of authorization for the increase of the workcamp capacity 
at Deception Bay, Canadian Royalties / Projet Nunavik Nickel : Demande de modification de certificat d’autorisation pour 
l’augmentation de la capacité d’accueil du camps de travailleurs de la baie Déception, Canadian Royalties 

 Status : The Commission’s decision has been sent to the Administrator (October 3, 2012) / Statut : La décision de la 
Commission a été transmise à l’Administrateur (3 octobre 2012) 

f) Request of modification to the certificate of authorization for the project of extension of the access road to natural resources 
in Kuujjuaq, Nayumivik Landholding Corporation / Demande de modification au certificat d’autorisation pour le projet de 
route d’accès aux ressources naturelles à Kuujjuaq, Corporation foncière Nayumivik 

 Status : The Commission’s decision has been sent to the Administrator (September 20, 2012) / Statut : La décision de la 
Commission a été transmise à l’Administrateur (20 septembre 2012) 

g) Improvements work to the apron of Quaqtaq airport, MTQ / Travaux d’amélioration des aires de mouvements de l’aéroport 
de Quaqtaq, MTQ 

 Status : The Commission’s decision has been sent to the Administrator (October 2, 2012) / Statut : La décision e la 
Commission a été transmise à l’Administrateur (2 octobre 2012) 

 

 


