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This section contains the minutes of proceedings of the 163rd meeting of the 
Kativik Environmental Quality Commission (KEQC) held in Kuujjuaq and Salluit on 
August 28 and 29, 2007. 
 
PRESENT:   Mr. Peter Jacobs, Chairman Mr 

Mr. Denis Bernatchez, Québec 
Mr. Daniel Berrouard, Québec  
Ms. Mireille Paul, Québec 
Ms. Édith van de Walle, Québec 
Mr. Putulik Papigatuk, KRG 
Mr. David Okpik, KRG 

 
OTHERS:   Mr. Martin Tremblay, Executive Secretary 

Mr. Mathieu Bonnelly, Bruser & Associés 
Mr. Simon Ricard, KRG 
Mr. Frédéric Gagné, KRG 
Mr. Romain Rosant, KRG 
Ms. Nancy Dea, KEAC 
Mr. Jean Baril, KEAC 
Ms. Paule Halley, KEAC 
Ms. Sylvie Létourneau, KEAC 

 
ABSENT:   Mr. Eli Aullaluk, KRG 
    Mr. Joseph Annahatak, KRG 
    Mr. Denis Bernatchez, Québec 
 
 
 
 
             
 

The 163rd meeting of the KEQC was held in Kuujjuaq and Salluit on August 28 
and 29, 2007. At the meeting, the KEQC met with representatives of the Kativik 
Regional Government (KRG) and the Kativik Environmental Advisory Committee 
(KEAC). During its Nunavik tour, the KEQC also met with the Council of the Northern 
Village of Kuujjuaq, the Council of the Northern Village of Salluit, the Qarqalik 
Landholding Corporation of Salluit as well as representatives of Nunavik Nickel. The 
KEQC’s next meeting will be held on October 25, 2007, in Montreal. 
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1. Adoption of the agenda 
The agenda presented by the Chairman was adopted following a few minor 

changes. 
 
 
2. Adoption of the minutes of the 162nd meeting 

The minutes of the KEQC’s 162nd meeting were adopted. 
 
 
3. Main points of the last meeting 
 

a) CAGE mineral exploration project (Omegalpha Inc): A letter was transmitted 
to the Administrator recommending that the current project not be subject to an impact 
review. The recommendation concerns specifically the work outlined in the project 
description for 2007. Any subsequent mineral exploration work will have to be submitted 
for authorization. 
 
 

b) Additional information: request to modify the quarry at the mine tailings site 
(Xstrata Nickel – Mine Raglan): A letter was transmitted to the Administrator indicating 
that the request to modify the certificate of authorization should be approved in order to 
permit the project proponent to operate the quarry. The project should nonetheless be 
subject to certain specific conditions. 
 
 

c) Mineral exploration road (Xstrata Nickel – Mine Raglan): A letter was 
transmitted to the Administrator to request further information about the scope of the 
proposed work and links between this project and another project under the second phase 
of mining activities in the same area.  
 
 

d) Parc national de la Kuururjuaq (Parks Branch of the Ministère du 
Développement durable, de l’Environnement et des Parcs): The KEQC is awaiting 
additional information. 
 
 

e) Wastewater treatment lagoon in Salluit (KRG): The KEQC received the 
additional information requested from the KRG and judged it to be satisfactory. Prior to 
transmitting its recommendation to the Administrator, the KEQC decided to consult the 
Council of the Northern Village of Salluit and the Qarqalik Landholding Corporation of 
Salluit (Appendix D). 
 
 

f) Technical opinion: wastewater treatment project for Whapmagoostui and 
Kuujjuaraapik (Northern Village of Kuujjuaraapik): A letter was transmitted to the 
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Administrator to reiterate the KEQC’s concerns regarding the safety of the system’s 
sewer main, as well as to request clarifications on possible measures to protect the 
community’s drinking water well. 
 
 

g) Phase II marine infrastructure at Umiujaq and Kangiqsujuaq (Makivik 
Corporation): A letter was transmitted to the Administrator outlining the contents that 
should appear in the impact analysis document to be submitted to the KEQC by Makivik. 
 
 

h) Oil-fired power plant construction in Kuujjuaq at a new site (Hydro-Québec): 
The project is under analysis. The KEQC intends to consult the Council of the Northern 
Village of Kuujjuaq (Appendix B). 
 
 
4. Summary of a meeting with Ms. Paulin 

The Chairman met with Madeleine Paulin, the Deputy Minister of Sustainable 
Development, Environment and Parks. The topics discussed by the Chairman and 
Ms. Paulin included the funding required by the KEQC to fulfil its mandate. Over the last 
few years, the number of projects submitted to the KEQC has been growing continually, 
as have travel costs. 

 
Action: The KEQC will prepare a report on its activities and related operating 

costs of the past few years. 
 
 
5. Nunavik Nickel mining project (questions) 

The KEQC is close to completing the preparation of its request for additional 
information for the mining project submitted by Nunavik Nickel. 

 
Action: A letter will be transmitted to the Administrator requesting additional 

information about the project. 
 
 
6. Public hearing with COFEX-North on the Nunavik Nickel mining project 

The KEQC is of the opinion that the public hearings on the Nunavik Nickel 
mining project may be carried out with the Environmental and Social Impact Review 
Panel (COFEX-North). The KEQC suggested two possible dates: at the end of November 
2007 or early in 2008. The date to be selected will depend on the receipt of the 
documentation needed by the KEQC to complete its analysis. The public hearing could 
be conducted in Kuujjuaq with concerned officials invited from Kangiqsujuaq, Salluit 
and Puvirnituq, as well as with the further participation of the three communities via 
video-conference. A second option would be to conduct hearings in each of the three 
communities. A third option would be to conduct the public hearing in one of the three 
communities and invite officials from the two other concerned communities. 
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Action: The KEQC will consult with the two members who were absent from the 

163rd meeting (Mr. Annahatak and Mr. Aullaluk) to ascertain their opinion prior to 
undertaking any preparations. The KEQC will seek input from the KRG and the Makivik 
Corporation concerning the mechanics of the public hearing. 
 
 
7. Xstrata water management and monitoring 

The information received from Xstrata concerning hangar water management and 
monitoring were judged satisfactory by the KEQC. Since the effluent is discharged in the 
bay, the permit should be modified. The KEQC will require that effluent monitoring be 
carried out at the final discharge point. 
 

Action: The KEQC will prepare a draft letter for this purpose. 
 
 
8. Xstrata’s five-year rehabilitation plan 

Since Xstrata’s five-year rehabilitation plan for the Raglan mine was received 
only very recently, it was decided to postpone discussion of this topic until the KEQC’s 
next meeting.  

 
Action: The Executive Secretary will prepare a summary of the rehabilitation plan 

(submitted only in French) for the KEQC’s Inuit members. Members will review the plan 
prior to the KEQC’s next meeting. 
 
 
9. Wastewater treatment lagoon in Salluit 

Having analyzed the project and consulted the community (Appendix D), the 
KEQC decided to recommend the authorization of the KRG’s wastewater treatment 
lagoon project in Salluit subject to the following conditions: 1) dismantle the former bio-
disk treatment facility; 2) clean-up the current wastewater disposal site; 3) comply with 
the criteria of less than 20 mg/L of total suspended solids and less than 20 mg/L of 
biochemical oxygen demand after five days; and 4) monitor the effluent discharged into 
the bay. 

 
Action: A letter will be transmitted to the Administrator recommending that the 

project be authorized. 
 
 
10. Wastewater treatment lagoon in Puvirnituq 

The KEQC transmitted to the Administrator a request for additional information 
concerning the KRG’s wastewater treatment lagoon project in Puvirnituq. Analysis of 
this file will proceed on receipt of this additional information. 
 

Action: None. 
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11. Expansion of the waste management site in Kuujjuaq 

The KEQC met with representatives of the KRG Municipal Public Works 
Department and the KEAC to discuss the project of the Northern Village of Kuujjuaq to 
expand the local waste management site. It was agreed that the project proponent (with 
the assistance of the KRG) will clarify the community’s expected future waste 
management and disposal needs, in terms of area. Specifically, the proponent will 
provide population growth estimates for the next 20 years and indicate the expected 
volume of waste (industrial waste, household waste, scrap metal, hazardous waste and 
recyclable waste). Waste volume estimates should include two scenarios: with a recycling 
program in place, and without a recycling program. 
 

Action: The KEQC will prepare a draft letter to the Administrator for this 
purpose. 

 
 
12. Hydro-Québec soil decontamination project in Quaqtaq and Kangirsuk  

The KEQC decided that Hydro-Québec’s soil decontamination project in Quaqtaq 
and Kangirsuk should not be subject to an impact review. Monitoring should nonetheless 
be carried out to demonstrate that the treatment activities do not result in contamination 
of the original material. 
 

Action: A letter will be transmitted to the Administrator recommending that the 
project not be subject to an impact review. 
 
 
13. KEQC meeting schedule 

The members of the KEQC agreed that it would be appropriate to prepare a 
schedule for future meetings. One member proposed that telephone and video 
conferencing could be organized, as necessary. 
 

Action: The Executive Secretary will prepare a schedule for future meetings. 
 
 
14. Varia 

The Executive Secretary informed the meeting that the KEQC’s website will soon 
be on-line. The website will give members access to the KEQC’s electronic documents. 
The KEQC will reimburse the printing costs of members in the North. As well, a fax line 
will be installed at David Okpik’s home. Fax machine purchase and line installation costs 
as well as monthly fees will be shared with the KEAC. 
 
15. Next meeting 

The KEQC’s next meeting is scheduled for October 25, 2007, in Montreal. The 
place of the meeting remains to be determined. 



Minutes  no. 163 
KEQC 

             
Office of the Chairman       Office of the Secretariat 
Faculté de l'Aménagement – School of Landscape Architecture   P.O. Box 930 
P.O. Box 6128, Station Centre-ville      Kuujjuaq QC  J0M 1C0 
Montreal QC  H3C 3J7       Tel.: 819-964-2961, Fax: 819-964-2910 
E-mail: peter.jacobs@umontreal.ca      E-mail: mtremblay@krg.ca 

7

 
 

 
Martin Tremblay 

Executive Secretary 
Kativik Environmental Quality Commission 

October 3, 2007 
 



Minutes  no. 163 
KEQC 

             
Office of the Chairman       Office of the Secretariat 
Faculté de l'Aménagement – School of Landscape Architecture   P.O. Box 930 
P.O. Box 6128, Station Centre-ville      Kuujjuaq QC  J0M 1C0 
Montreal QC  H3C 3J7       Tel.: 819-964-2961, Fax: 819-964-2910 
E-mail: peter.jacobs@umontreal.ca      E-mail: mtremblay@krg.ca 

8

Appendix A: Minutes of the meeting between the KEQC, the KRG and the 
KEAC in Kuujjuaq on August 28, 2007 

 
 
PRESENT:    Mr. Peter Jacobs, Chairman 

Mr. Daniel Berrouard, Québec 
Ms. Mireille Paul, Québec 
Ms. Édith van de Walle, Québec 
Mr. Putulik Papigatuk, KRG 
Mr. David Okpik, KRG 

 
OTHERS:   Mr. Martin Tremblay, Executive Secretary 

Mr. Alexandre Mathieu, KRG 
Mr. Michael Barrett, KRG 
Ms. Maggie Emudluk, KRG 
Ms. Laina Grey, KRG 
Mr. Jean Baril, KEAC 
Ms. Nancy Dea, KEAC 
Ms. Sylvie Létourneau, KEAC 
Ms. Paule Halley, KEAC 

 
 
Meeting summary: 
 Several topics were discussed at the meeting, including the positions of the KRG 
and the KEAC relative to the development of transportation infrastructure in Nunavik and 
public consultations on future projects. The KRG and the KEAC feel that transportation 
infrastructure, specifically roads, should be automatically subject to impact reviews in 
accordance with sections 22 and 23 of the James Bay and Northern Québec Agreement. 
For its part, the KEQC feels that instead of subjecting road projects automatically to 
impact reviews, each project should be assessed individually. Moreover, road 
development should be reviewed in the context of their overall projects, not separately. 
The KEQC stressed that Nunavik Nickel’s mineral exploration road was reviewed and 
that the project submitted complied with impact review criteria. The KRG indicated that 
it requires more time to consult residents when the KEQC deems that a project meets 
impact review criteria. The KEQC and the KRG agreed to improve the sharing of 
information between their respective organizations via electronic channels. 
 
 Waste management was also discussed at the meeting. The KRG confirmed that it 
is striving to improve the management of hazardous waste (used oils, batteries, etc.) in 
several communities. Transportation and operation costs nonetheless make recycling 
difficult. 
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Appendix B: Minutes of the meeting between the KEQC and the Council of 
the Northern Village of Kuujjuaq on August 28, 2007 

 
 
PRESENT:    Mr. .Peter Jacobs, Chairman 

Mr. Daniel Berrouard, Québec 
Ms. Mireille Paul, Québec 
Ms. Édith van de Walle, Québec 
Mr. Putulik Papigatuk, KRG 
Mr. David Okpik, KRG 

 
OTHERS:   Mr. Martin Tremblay, Executive Secretary 

Mr. Larry Watt, Northern Village of Kuujjuaq 
Mr. Ian Robertson, Northern Village of Kuujjuaq 
Mr. Jason Berthe, Northern Village of Kuujjuaq 
Ms. Sara Tagoona, Northern Village of Kuujjuaq 

 
 
Meeting summary: 

Discussion at this meeting focused on the new oil-fired power plant proposed by 
Hydro-Québec, the expansion of the local waste management site proposed by the 
Northern village, and the development of transportation infrastructure. Even though the 
Northern village approves of the power plant construction project, it was agreed at the 
meeting that local residents should be consulted. The Northern village proposed to carry 
out such a consultation with the KEQC over the local FM radio station in the fall. The 
KEQC stressed the importance of examining the possibility of alternative energy sources. 

 
The KEQC expressed concern about waste management in Kuujjuaq. The 

Northern village indicated that a project was begun this past summer to re-organize the 
local waste disposal site and that the installation of fencing around the site should be 
completed shortly. The Northern village is also contemplating means to improve 
industrial waste control. 

 
The Northern village indicated that it generally supports the development of 

transportation infrastructure based on the benefits generated for local residents. The 
Northern village also indicated that it is satisfied with the paved streets in Kuujjuaq. 
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Appendix C: Minutes of the meeting between the KEQC, Nunavik Nickel 
and Genivar on August 29, 2007 

 
PRESENT:    Mr. .Peter Jacobs, Chairman 

Mr. Daniel Berrouard, Québec  
Ms. Mireille Paul, Québec 
Ms. Édith van de Walle, Québec 
Mr. Putulik Papigatuk, KRG 
Mr. David Okpik, KRG 

 
OTHERS:   Mr. Martin Tremblay, Executive Secretary 

Mr. Yanick Plourde, Genivar 
Mr. Martin Boucher, Nunavik Nickel 
Mr. Richard Faucher, Nunavik Nickel 

 
 
Meeting summary: 
 Martin Boucher of Nunavik Nickel presented the timetable for the project’s 
mining phase, and he described the main sites to be developed. Mr. Boucher informed the 
KEQC of a change to the proposed project. Lake Bombardier will become the source of 
drinking water for the project. Nunavik Nickel intends to present an addendum to the 
KEQC shortly. The meeting also discussed the possibility of a joint public hearing with 
COFEX-North in November and involving the communities of Kangiqsujuaq, Salluit and 
Puvirnituq. The meeting ended with a tour of the proposed sites. 
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Appendix D: Minutes of the meeting between the KEQC, the Council of the 
Northern Village of Salluit and the Qarqalik Landholding Corporation of Salluit 

on August 29, 2007 
 
PRESENT:    Mr. Peter Jacobs, Chairman  

Mr. Daniel Berrouard, Québec 
Ms. Mireille Paul, Québec 
Ms. Édith van de Walle, Québec 
Mr. Putulik Papigatuk, KRG 
Mr. David Okpik, KRG 

 
OTHERS:   Mr. Martin Tremblay, Executive Secretary 

Mr. Qalingo Angutigirk, Northern Village of Salluit 
Mr. Ellasuk Pauyungie, Northern Village of Salluit 
Mr. Adamie Alaku, Qarqalik Landholding Corporation 
Mr. Adamie Papigatuk, Northern Village of Salluit 
Mr. Kakkiniq Naluiyuk, Qarqalik Landholding Corporation 
Mr. Willie Keatainak, Qarqalik Landholding Corporation 
Ms. Ella Kaitak, Northern Village of Salluit 
Ms. Eva Quananack, Qarqalik Landholding Corporation 
Ms. Susie Alaku, Northern Village of Salluit 

 
 
Meeting summary: 

Local wastewater treatment lagoon and mining development were discussed at the 
meeting. The representatives of the Northern Village of Salluit and the Qarqalik 
Landholding Corporation approve the proposed wastewater treatment lagoon project. 
They feel that the current wastewater management situation is unacceptable (wastewater 
is discharged at the local waste disposal site). Some concern was expressed concerning 
the bio-disk treatment facility that has not been in operation for a few years. 

 
Those present at the meeting also indicated that relations with mining companies 

have improved since the 1950s. Several residents for example work for Xstrata, although 
there is a high level of turnover. The presence of a mine in the area also permitted the 
creation of three mining companies. It was indicated that, with future mining 
development in the region, the different components of each project should be presented 
as a whole, not one component at a time. 
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Appendix E: Kativik Environmental Quality Commission (KEQC) Meeting - 
Réunion de la Commission  de la Qualité de l’Environnement Kativik (CQEK) 

 
 

163rd Meeting  – 163e reunion 
 

August 28-29, 2007 – 28-29 Août 2007  
 

Agenda – Ordre du jour  
 

August 27 – 27 août (Kuujjuaq) 
Preliminary meeting with Northern members - Rencontre préliminaire avec les membres 
du Nord. 
 
August 28 – 28 août (Kuujjuaq) 
2:00-3:30 p.m. (KRG conference room): Meeting with the KRG and the KEAC - 
Réunion avec l’ARK et le CCEK. 
a. Waste management (KRG and KEAC) – Gestion des déchets (ARK et CCEK). 
b. Transportation infrastructure development (KRG and KEAC) – Développement des 

infrastructures (ARK et CCEK). 
c. Wastewater treatment lagoon in Salluit (KRG) - Étang pour le traitement des eaux 

usées à Salluit (ARK). 
d. Project schedule (KRG) - Échéancier des projets (ARK). 
 
4:00-5:30 p.m. (Kuujjuaq municipal office): Meeting with the Council of the Northern 
Village of Kuujjuaq – Rencontre avec le conseil municipal de Kuujjuaq. 
1. Waste management – Gestion des déchets 
2. Construction in Kuujjuaq of an oil-fired power plant at a new site – Construction de 

la centrale thermique de Kuujjuaq sur un nouveau site. 
3. Transportation infrastructure development – Developpement des infrastrastructures 

de transport 
 

7:30-9:30 p.m. (KRG conference room): KEQC meeting – Réunion de la CQEK 
1. Adoption of the agenda - Adoption de l’ordre de jour 
2. Adoption of the minutes of the 162nd meeting - Adoption du compte rendu de la 162e 

réunion 
3. Main points of the last meeting - Principaux points de la dernière réunion 

a. CAGE mineral exploration project - Projet d’exploration minière CAGE 
b. Additional information: request to modify the quarry at the mine tailings site 

(Xstrata Nickel – Mine Raglan) - Complément d'information: Xstrata Nickel – 
Mine Raglan - demande de modification de la carrière au site du parc à résidus 

c. Mineral exploration road (Xstrata Nickel – Mine Raglan) - Route d’exploration 
minière de Xstrata Nickel – Mine Raglan 

d. Canadian Royalties mining project – Exploitation minière de Canadian Royalties 
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e. Presentation of the impact study for the Canadian Royalties mining project – 
Présentation de l’étude d’impact du projet d’exploitation minière de Canadian 
Royalties 

f. Parc national de la Kuururjuaq 
g. Wastewater treatment lagoon in Salluit - Étang pour le traitement des eaux usées à 

Salluit 
h. Technical opinion: wastewater treatment project for Whapmagoostui and 

Kuujjuaraapik - Avis technique du projet de traitement des eaux usées de 
Whapmagoostui et de Kuujjuaraapik 

i. Phase II marine infrastructure at Umiujaq and Kangiqsujuaq - Infrastructures 
maritimes phase II pour Umiujaq et Kangiqsujuaq 

j. Oil-fired power plant construction in Kuujjuaq at a new site - Reconstruction de la 
centrale thermique de Kuujjuaq sur un nouveau site 

k. Discussion of KEQC work methods - Discussion sur les méthodes de travail de la 
Commission 

4. Summary of a meeting with Ms. Paulin - Résumé de la réunion du président avec 
Mme Paulin 

5. Nunavik Nickel mining project (questions) - Exploitation minière de Nunavik Nickel 
(questions) 

6. Public hearing with COFEX-North on the Nunavik Nickel mining project - 
Audiences publiques sur le projet d’exploitation minière de Nunavik Nickel avec 
COFEX 

7. Xstrata water management and monitoring - Gestion et suivi de l’eau par Xstrata 
8. Xstrata’s five-year rehabilitation plan - Le plan quinquennal de restauration d’Xstrata 
9. Wastewater treatment lagoon in Salluit - Étang pour le traitement des eaux usées à 

Salluit 
10. Wastewater treatment lagoon in Puvirnituq - Étang pour le traitement des eaux usées 

à Puvirnituq 
11. Expansion of the waste management site in Kuujjuaq - L'agrandissement des sites de 

gestion de déchets de Kuujjuaq 
12. Hydro-Québec soil decontamination project in Quaqtaq and Kangirsuk - 

Décontamination des sols à Quaqtaq et Kangirsuk par Hydro-Québec 
13. KEQC meeting schedule - Calendrier des réunions de la CQEK 
14. Varia - Varia 
15. Next meeting - Prochaine réunion 
 
August 29 – 29 août (Nunavik Nickel sites and Salluit): 
8:00-9:30 a.m. (Flight Kuujjuaq–Donaldson) 
 
10:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
Tour of Nunavik Nickel sites - Visite de Nunavik Nickel 
 
2:30-5:00 p.m. (Salluit municipal office) 
Meeting with the Council of the Northern Village of Salluit - Réunion avec le conseil 
municipal de Salluit 
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7:00-9:00 p.m. (Salluit Coop Hotel) 
KEQC meeting (if necessary) - Réunion de la CQEK (si nécessaire). 
 
August 30 – 30 août (Travel): 
8:30-11:00 a.m. (Flight Salluit–Quaqtaq–Kangirsuk–Kuujjuaq) 
1:00-4:30 p.m. (Flight Kuujjuaq–Québec) 
 


